Teacher’s Information Pack

Hunting Hall is a small family farm of 278 acres run by Tom and Karen Burn. They are enthusiastic
environmentalists who have worked to create a haven for wildlife on the farm.
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Hunting Hall Farm
Hunting Hall is a 278-acre working farm in North Northumberland, run with a passion for the
environment. With the help and support of Natural England we have created an educational
access programme to welcome school groups of all ages to the farm, encouraging young people to
explore wildlife friendly farming, agricultural production and our rural heritage.
Contact details
Hunting Hall, Beal, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland TD15 2TP
Contact person: Karen Burn
Tel no: 01289 388652
Email: info@huntinghall.co.uk

Mobile no: 07770658634

Grid reference: NU028411
Hunting Hall Staff
Tom Burn Farmer

Harvest Harris-Jones BA Hons

Karen Burn BA Hons

Hunting Hall is in the process of CEVAS accreditation and has won several environmental awards,
including Northumberland Coast AONB Farming and Land Management Award 2011, Sustainable
Tourism Award 2011 and Northumberland in Bloom Durham Trophy Award for a sustainable
project 2011.

Our Facilities
The Piggery
Our newly renovated, green farm classroom is a long, light room of 13 metres by 4.5 metres. There
are excellent toilet and hand washing facilities and a separate area for cooking, washing up and
storage. This versatile building allows us to offer varied and exciting classroom activities. We have
designed a programme of farm visits that will provide a stimulating learning experience in the
countryside.
The Piggery has excellent disabled access. Care has been taken to ensure that people with limited
mobility will be able to participate in all activities and we have included a low sink and side
opening oven in the cooking area. There are also disabled toilet facilities.
The Piggery has a rain water harvesting system, an energy efficient air source heat pump, a bat loft
and is painted in environmentally friendly, recycled paints. It is a wonderful space in which to
promote and discuss sustainable lifestyles.
Lunch can be eaten in The Piggery and bags left here. There is also a safe enclosed grassy area
outside for picnics and play.
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Toilets
Situated in The Piggery Classroom, these offer good hand washing facilities and disabled access.
There are 2 girls’ toilets, 2 boys’, and a disabled toilet - all are flushed with recycled rainwater.
Farm Trail
The NEWTs’ Farm Trail is a nature conservation trail created by a teenage
environmental group to describe the work we do for wildlife on the farm.
The trail is 2¾ miles long and follows a grass track.

Access to the countryside
A hard path of 1300m leads around one of our fields to a pond and
woodland. Here the disabled may access a bird hide and pond
viewing platform. There are also disabled access paths around our
community orchard, signage at wheelchair height and raised
flower beds.
4

5

Education on the Farm
At Hunting Hall we offer stimulating, hands-on, practical
activities to help children explore the countryside and farming;
food production, wildlife conservation, sustainability and our
farming heritage. We can provide a range of programmes linked
to the National Curriculum; Bread Making from seed to loaf,
Habitats, Animals and Us etc. Secondary School and University
groups are also welcome to study farmland environmental
measures or an individually tailored programme.
After an introduction and safety talk, school parties will be
divided into two or three groups, each group led by a farm
member of staff. Children will have the opportunity to try all
activities during the day. Everyone will return to The Piggery for
hand washing and lunch, before resuming afternoon activities.
Here are some of the activities we offer – but we are happy to work with each school to design a
programme that will suit your needs.

An introduction to the farm
This farm walk will include an introduction to farm animals, food production and wildlife
conservation.
Wildlife Conservation KS2 & 3
This topic includes
Conservation walk: A walk around the NEWTs’ Farm Trail to see how farmers can help wildlife.
Groups will look at:
 Grassy margins, hedge cutting, restricted grazing, wild areas
 Newly created wildlife habitats
 The organic orchard
Monitoring and watching wildlife: We hope that children will be able to see some wildlife around
the farm. Equipment to monitor wildlife will be provided; sweep nets, pond dipping equipment,
bird watching identification guides for the bird hide etc.
Practical conservation work is often available to school groups, such as hedge/tree planting, litter
picks, or creating wildlife homes. We are also able to offer several craft activities; nature weaving,
nature palettes, woodland sculptures etc.
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Farm Production KS1 & 2
From Seed to Loaf: children will be able to see wheat growing in the fields and follow production
through to our lovely new baking area in the piggery. Here they will learn to bake their own loaves
of bread. A small wood fired oven may enhance the experience.
Rare Breed pigs: A study of the different types of pigs and the Hunting Hall Rare Breed sausage.
Organic sheep: This topic will include an introduction to our sheep flock and a study of wool. A
variety of activities is available including spinning, weaving, dyeing and felt making.
From Orchard to Crumble: Our orchard has some wonderful heritage varieties with interesting
histories. The children will be able to see the different types of trees and then return to the
Piggery to bake apple crumbles.
Habitats KS 1 & 2
Farm Animals: Where do farm animals live and what do they need in their homes?
Wildlife Habitats: A walk to discover where wildlife lives on the farm. We shall discuss the needs of
wild animals and insects and the creation of new habitats.
Woodland Activities: Tree identification games, leaf and bark rubbings and woodland weaving.
Investigating ecosystems KS2: Mini beast surveying (e.g. sweep nets, quadrats, pitfall traps), river
dipping or tree beating.
Creating wildlife habitats: Log piles for insects, toad homes etc.
Farming Heritage KS 1-3
An introduction to the people of our farming past: Meet the farm workers who once lived in the
Piggery and hear of their life. Learn about the bondagers and their role in Northumbrian
agriculture.
Our landscape is shaped by farming: A study of the Pond Field, from wetland area with mill pond
and coal explorations, to crop production and wildlife haven.
Historical Buildings
A study of the history of our farm buildings that reflects developments in farming: A Napoleonic
hen house, the farm mill, and the farm stables that were converted to house the first small
tractors.
Orchard Heritage
Greengage stones found on the Mary Rose, a pear described by Pliny and a cherry introduced by
Henry VIII – the orchard has a rich story to tell.
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What will you see on the Farm?
Pigs
Tom keeps rare breed pigs. There are Saddlebacks,
Middle White, British Lops and several other breeds at
Hunting Hall. The sows live in a big shed and field,
whilst the young pigs are housed in straw bedded,
roomy courtings. Piglets are born all the year round
and these can often be seen in the outdoor pig arks.

Sheep
We have a small flock of 80 breeding ewes, which is
managed organically. The sheep live in two long grass
denes with a small burn running through; restricted
grazing and organic management have ensured that
many wetland wild flowers can be found in these
fields. Lambing takes place in April.

Land Management
The arable land at Hunting Hall is let out to W L
Douglas and Son who grow a mixture of cereals
and oil seed rape. The Douglases have worked
closely with us to ensure crop production is
carefully managed to preserve wildlife habitats.
The farm is part of a Higher Level Stewardship
Scheme and you will find many wildlife
conservation measures as you walk around the
fields. These include:
 Field corners sown with pollen and nectar
rich plants to attract insects
 Small plots of land with seed rich plants for
wild birds and ground cover for all sorts of
wildlife
 4 meter wide strips of grass and wild flowers around every field which are loved by hares, grey
partridge and small mammals.
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 Hedge and tree planting. We’ve planted over 3000 trees on our small farm and restored 1240m
of hedging
A full wildlife survey of the farm is available.

Working with our Community
We have worked with many community groups on wildlife projects
around the farm:
The NEWTs’ Farm Trail - This 2¾ mile trail around our fields was created
by a teenage environmental group to describe the work we do for wildlife
at Hunting Hall. The teenagers carried out research into farmland
conservation measures and then wrote the text for information leaflets
and signs to go around the trail.

The Super Sparrow Centre - This bird feeding station
was created as part of a project by the children of
Belford Wildlife Watch Group to look after wild birds.

The Pond Field Pond and Woodland - This project included tree and wild flower planting with
Belford Wildlife Watch Group. We have recently created a disabled access path from the farm to
this area and a bird hide overlooking the pond.

Meg’s Wood and Pond - Meg Burn was National Young Environment Champion of the Year, and
with her award she designed and helped to create Meg’s Wood and Pond. She worked with young
children to include areas of wildlife-attracting plants in her wood.
Lowick Community Orchard – At Hunting Hall we have created a community orchard for our local
village. We donated the use of the land and received a grant to put in seating, disabled access
paths and a car park. The trees were sponsored by members of the public. 112 heritage fruit trees
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were planted by over 60 volunteers from the ages of 2 to 80 in April 2011. Local people have
helped us plant the orchard hedge, water trees, build raised beds and put up signs. Children from
Lowick C of E First School created artwork for the orchard leaflets and signs describing the history
of some of the old fruit varieties. The orchard is in organic conversion. More information can be
found at www.lowickcommunityorchard.org

Green Living
The Farm has two award-winning green holiday
cottages. The first, Newt Cottage, was created by a
teenage environmental group to help guests enjoy a
greener lifestyle. The cottages have air source and
ground source heating, solar panels and many
energy and water saving measures. The Piggery
classroom has been created with thought for the
environment and includes an energy efficient air
source heat pump, rainwater harvesting to flush
toilets, sun tunnels and eco friendly paints and
wood finishes.

The Land
Hunting Hall is a lowland farm about 70m above sea level, just inland from the Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty Coastal strip near Holy Island. The soil is a medium loam with strips of
clay running through. The land is good for growing crops and sheep grazing, but not ideally suited
to outdoor pigs, as it is too heavy. The South Low runs through two grass meadows on the farm.
This short stream starts a few miles upstream at the Nagup Dene and Stanky Burn and carries on
through several farms before reaching the sea at the bridge on Holy Island causeway.
History
There has been a farm at Hunting Hall for many hundreds of years; in fact, the outline of circular
ditches on the far bank of the stream suggests people chose to settle here prehistory. There is
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plenty of evidence to show that Hunting Hall was once a thriving community. The 1841 census
describes 22 people living and working on the farm – today there are just 3! In the 1950s, the old
farm workers’ cottages were converted into a piggery, which we’ve just converted into the farm
classroom, whilst the remains of the smithy, stables, granary and watermill are falling into
disrepair. Our hen house was probably built when the Napoleonic wars created a demand for eggs
to be shipped from Berwick to London. The farm lies on the route between the old Roman road
north and Holy Island, and many pilgrims would pass Hunting Hall on their way to the island.

1951

Today

In 1951 Fred Burn bought Hunting Hall Farm and now, two generations later, we are aware of the
historical and natural heritage in our care. We hope that young visitors to Hunting Hall will
discover the fun of exploring the countryside and find ways we can all work together to look after
our environment.
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Arranging a school visit to Hunting Hall
Booking a visit
We welcome all booking enquiries. In the first instance, please contact the farm and we will
discuss your requirements. Teachers are encouraged to make a preliminary visit to look around
and meet us. We will draw up a programme for your visit, which will be sent to you before your
arrival for confirmation of your requirements.
Visits are free but you will need to organise and pay for transport and we ask for a donation to
cover the cost of craft or baking materials used during the visit.
Equipment you will need





Stout boots or wellingtons
Indoor footwear for classroom
Waterproof jacket
Packed lunch (if appropriate)

Health and Safety
A risk assessment will be written for your visit to Hunting Hall. This can be discussed at your
preliminary visit.
Discipline is the responsibility of the teacher and not Hunting Hall staff. Children are expected to
behave appropriately, particularly near animals and farm machinery.
To avoid the risk of infection, good hand washing facilities are available. Children’s hand washing
will be supervised after all outdoor activities.
Cancellation arrangements
If you are unable to carry out your visit, please let us know as soon as possible so that we can
make alternative arrangements.
Evaluation Form
This visit is provided free of charge. In order for us to be able to claim a payment as part of our
Environmental Stewardship Agreement we require that you complete an evaluation form which
we will provide. Please take a few moments to complete this form after the visit and hand it to us
before you leave. Thank you.
Feedback
Feedback regarding your visit is always appreciated and will help us develop our education
programme. If you have any complaints please inform us so that we are able to improve our
service - Tel: 01289 388652. You may also write to: Environmental Stewardship Permissive Access
Team, Natural England, Incentive Scheme Services Team, Eastbrook, Shaftesbury Road,
Cambridge. CB2 8DR email: Issaccess.cambridge@naturalengland.org.uk
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Hunting Hall Contact Details
Hunting Hall, Beal, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland TD15 2TP
Contact person: Karen Burn
Tel no: 01289 388652
Email: info@huntinghall.co.uk
Grid reference: NU028411

Mobile no: 07770 658634
Website: www.huntinghall.co.uk

Travel to Hunting Hall

From the A1
Travel along the A1 until you reach The Lindisfarne Inn at Beal. Turn WEST (inland) directly opposite
the turn off for Holy Island. The road is signposted ‘Kentstone’.
Follow the road up one side of a hill, down the other, past Kentstone farm and keep going until you
reach a T junction at which you have to give way.
Turn right and then immediately left.
A short way along this road at the first bend you will see the Hunting Hall sign on your left.
The farm road bears to the left at the bottom of the hill. Please drive with extreme caution, this is
a blind bend. Follow the road up the hill and to the right into the farm.
Drive into the farmyard and park in designated area in front of the Piggery Farm Centre.
Please gather next to the entrance. We will greet you and show you in to the farm centre, where your
visit will begin.

We look forward to welcoming you to Hunting Hall.
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